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Cypress Lake Provides Everything From 
Alligators To Alternanthera Philoxeroides 
crpcT TO THE LAKE... 
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| Local Exploration 


Expedition Mannea 
By SLI Student 


BY EARL BUJOL 

There's at least one Southwestern 
Louisiana Institute senior who's 
Practically flooded with work this 
year—literally, that_is. 

For the project stlected by Ernest 
Liner of Houma, who is finishing his 
requirements for a degree in zoology 
next spring, is concerned with what 
is within, and under, this flooded work 
area—more universally known in 
these parts as Cypress Lake. 

To the layman, the impressive, 
moss-draped trees within the confines 
of the lagoon, located in the center of 
the stately SLI campus, form the 
epitome of South Louis: natural 
ease and charm. 

To Liner, the slough holds endless 
fascination also—however, from a 
more scientifi spection. 

Correctly speaking, the embryo z00- 
logist is making a study of the flora 

fauna, to be found in the body of 
water and the mud underlying it. The 
double objective of this self-chosen 
project is (A), to complete an indivi- 
dual research project in connection 
ith his requirements for a degree, 
and (B), to attempt to find, identify, 
and preserve as many specimens of 
lant and animal life as can be found 


In the other kingdom, he has regis- 
tered 40 types to date. “But 
tioned, “this is 
plete. 


retards the project 

even be complete after a year's cycle 
has been studied, providing 

could be 


all,” he pessi- 


Regardless of this, Mr. Liner re- 
vealed that he has found every phy- 
lum of plant life. These include wild 
plants—those which have naturally 
located themselves in the lake through 
ree mentel n a Ly or 

ve n artifici tro- 
duced by students, professors, and 
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~UEN OFF WITH THE BOOTS, AND... 


é| 


TUENTI | 


Back to the lab goes the student-scientist to try to identify and classify 
the specimens captured on his exploration to the lake, Over 50 sp 
mens of plant and animal life have been identified by him thus far. 


After graduation in June, he plans 


University. where he will study herptology. 


to take graduate work at Michigan 
(Advertiser Staff Photo) 


caretakers of the Institute's grounds 
. . . Cypress trees, crepe myrtle, mul- 
berry, cherry, holly, bamboo, iris, 
email’ wild flowers, grass and many 
other classifications. 

In the animal kingdom, Mr. Liner 
disclosed that he had identified speci- 
mens from every phylum except one 
-coelenterata. 

“But I hope to find some hydra be- 
fore I'm through, and that would at 
least complete ‘the phylums,” he 


ded. 
The list of animals is likewise im- 
pressive: sunfish, catfish, small 
perch, top-water minnows, crayfish, 
frogs, toads (five different species. 
and alligators. 

When questioned about the alliga- 
tors, Mr. Liner explained that out of 
an original six introduced, only two 
were left. Under more persistent 
questioning, he laughingly added that 
one was approximately 2%—3 feet 

other measured from 


to the other four,” he said. “They 
either wandered off in search of food 


ever tried at Cypress Lake. Miss Olive 
Hester, instructor in zoology SLI 
reiterated “I don't think it’ 

been tried before; at least not by 


this department.” | 

“You see, this is an artificial lake, 
at least right now it is. We think that 
the lake was originally a prairie for- 
| mation. The trees from which it gets 
its name have been estimated at from 
150-200 years old. The lake has been 
drained and refilled several times; 
į Tight now it is artificially inundated,” 

t she added. 

As to the value of the project, Mr. 
Liner explained that it will help stu- 
dents and teachers get a general idea 
of what is in the lake. 

“This information can be used for 
such projects as field trips and as 
groundwork on future studies for 
more detailed work,” he added. 

The’ SLI student intends to go to| 
Michigan University after completion 
of his studies here. He will continue 
in herptology—the study of reptiles 
and amphibians. 

“When I'm through there,” he sai 
“I hope to become associated with 
scientific research group in the study 
of reptiles. 

But right now, his job is searching 
Cypress Lake, so don’t be surprised 
if you see a large, be-booted figure 
wading around the lagoon some day 
or night. 

It'll only be Liner, flooded with 
work, 


The Bank of England began active 
operation on Jan. 1, 1695. 
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